01/18/2007 12:56 5123013707 DIANE HUDSON PAGE 25 

RECEIVED 

24 CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 1 8 2007 

REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 

1. In the above referenced Office Action, the 
Examiner rejected claims* 1 and 23 Under 3b USC § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over Higgins (U.S. Patent No. 6,587,480) 
in view of Corley (U.S. Patent No 6,304,576); and claims 4 
and 26 under 35 USC S 103 (a> being unpatentable over 

Higgins (U.S. Patent No. 6,587,480) in view of Corley (U.S. 
Patent No 6, 304, 576) and further in view of Dirkman (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,922,399). Applicant Lliauks the Examiner for 
the indication of allowability of claims 2, 3, 5, 24, 25, 
27, and for the allowance of claims 7, 10-12, 15-22, 29, 
32-34, 37-41 and. 44 . 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10-12, 15-26, 29, 32^34, and 37-41 
and 44 are currently pending in this application. Claims- 1 
and 23 have been amended. Claims 2 and 5 have been 
cancelled. The rejections above have been traversed and, as 
such, the applicant respectfully requests reconsideration 
of the allowability of claims 1, 3-5, and 23-2 6. 

2, As discussed above, claim 1 was rejected based v on 
the combination of Higgins and Corley. Claim 1 has been 
amended to include the subject matter of allowable claim 2* 
For these reasons, Applicant believes that Claim 1 and 
claims 3-5 that depend therefrom are patentably distinct 
from the prior art, 

3. Claim 23 was also rejected based on the 
combination of Higgins and Corley. Claim 23 has been 
amended to include the subject matter of allowable claim 
27* For these reasons, Applicant believes that Claim 23 and 
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claims 24-26 that depend therefrom are patentably distinct 
from the prior art. 
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For the foregoing reasons, the applicant believes thaL 
claims 1, 3-5 and 23-26 are in condition for allowance and 
respectfully request that they be passed to allowance. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by 
telephone or facsimile if the Examiner believes that such a 
communication would advance the*, prosecution of the present 
invention . 

No additional fee is dup. The Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any fees that are required or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No, 50-2126 (VIXS 007). 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

By: /Bruce E* Stuckman reg. 36,693/ 
Bruce E. Stuckman 
Phone: (512) 241-8444 
Fax No. (512) 241-8445 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE 



X hereby certify that this correspondence i« bnlna trananiL^ftrt by fanainiH 1 a f vt numbar |G7i) 27 3-G^00de;t>o;*j fc <-d 
with the U.S. rostal Service with sufficient postage as FirsL Closs Mail in a.'i envelope addrfift*ed to:" 
Conmii3sioner of Patents ; irtd Trodoraarks, Alexaad^i^ Virginia 22313, on the dalo cpIow: 




Signature 
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